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doors of opportunity for her students every 
day—even before they begin high school. She 
plans to spend a year of service as an Arizona 
Teacher of the Year continuing her mission of 
getting more of our students involved in STEM 
and making the field more inclusive and rep-
resentative of our ever diverse and vibrant 
community. 

I am beyond proud to honor Mrs. Parra- 
Quinlan for her remarkable service and as-
tounding legacy at Kino Junior High School. 
Mrs. Parra-Quinlan cares deeply about her 
work, students, coworkers, and our state. She 
chose to become a teacher to inspire the next 
generation and change the lives of her stu-
dents—and we are all grateful for her work as 
a teacher, role model, and mentor. I wish her 
and her students the very best as she con-
tinues to innovate, inspire, and shape a prom-
ising future for the STEM field, and the state 
of Arizona. 
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Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the co-founder of RAGBRAI John 
Karras as Iowan of the Week. RAGBRAI is the 
world’s oldest, largest, and longest rec-
reational bicycling tour event, and it is a be-
loved Iowa tradition. John, who was a feature 
writer for the Des Moines Register, took his 
first ride across Iowa with some friends in 
1973. They chronicled their journey, and that 
trip sparked the inspiration for what is now 
known as RAGBRAI—an acronym for the 
Register’s Annual Great Bicycle Ride Across 
Iowa. 

John died on November 10, 2021, but the 
bicycle ride he helped create will continue in 
Iowa in 2022 and for many more years. 
RAGBRAI attracts 15,000 people to Iowa 
every summer, and allows visitors to see the 
state’s beautiful cities, towns, counties, and 
countryside while riding their bikes an average 
of 468 miles between the Missouri and Mis-
sissippi rivers. 

RAGBRAI generates more than $364.8 mil-
lion annually for the State of Iowa. The week- 
long event also brings in nearly $25 million in 
direct spending, which means towns that are 
lucky enough to have RAGBRAI ride through 
see upwards of $3 million a day in tourism 
spending. That money means so much to the 
Iowa towns that host RAGBRAI each year, 
and to the vendors that help support the bicy-
cle ride. 

The ride does more than raise money for 
our great state. It brings bicyclists from all 
over Iowa, the nation, and the world together 
to share their love of their favorite sport and 
pastime. It has created friendly rivalries be-
tween news organizations as they compete to 
see who can eat pies the fastest, and good 
laughs for everyone as the bicyclists have 
come up with some memorably humorous 
team names throughout the years. 

I’ve had the pleasure of riding RAGBRAI 
and can honestly say there’s no experience 
quite like it. I loved spending time in rural 
areas along the route, meeting Iowans and 
out-of-state riders to hear their stories, and the 

physical challenge of a cross-state ride. You 
have to push yourself through the unpredict-
able weather of an Iowa summer and the hilly 
landscape, but you’re rewarded with seeing 
and experiencing the state’s beauty from a 
unique perspective. RAGBRAI is a great way 
to connect with family, friends, and strangers 
alike while making memories that last a life-
time. John leaves a lasting legacy through the 
creation of this iconic event. 

John certainly didn’t know what RAGBRAI 
would grow into when he took his first bicycle 
ride across the state, but I am so thankful he 
went out anyway and tried something new. 
Iowa summers would not be the same without 
this phenomenal tradition and John will be 
missed by everyone who knows and loves 
RAGBRAI. It is my pleasure to honor John 
Karras as Iowan of the Week. 
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the 100th 
birthday of Miriam Keller Siefken. Born on De-
cember 2, 1921, Mrs. Siefken grew up in Ab-
ington, Pennsylvania and was a graduate of 
Abington High School. She then raised her 
three children, Barbara, Edward and Larry with 
her late husband, Edward A. Siefken. Edward 
was a United States Army Veteran and served 
in the 9th Armored Division and the 52nd Ar-
mored Infantry Battalion. He also served at the 
Battle of the Bulge and Remagen Bridge and 
attained the rank of Sergeant. Together they 
raised a wonderful family. She is a proud 
grandmother of four as well as a great grand-
mother of three. 

Today, our community is celebrating Mrs. 
Siefken’s birthday at Neshaminy Manor. We 
wish her well in the upcoming year and for 
many years to come. I ask that my colleagues 
join me in wishing a Happy Birthday to Mrs. 
Siefken and a profound thank you for her con-
tributions to our community. 
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Thursday, December 2, 2021 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, I am honored 
to recognize Mr. Larry J. Miller’s retirement 
upon his 50 years of dedication and service to 
PeoplesBank, a Codorus Valley Company and 
its community. On December 31, 2021, Mr. 
Miller will retire from the Codorus Valley 
Bancorp, Inc. Board of Directors, the parent 
company of PeoplesBank. 

On March 1, 1971, Larry joined 
PeoplesBank (then known as Peoples Bank of 
Glen Rock) as a management trainee. He was 
the youngest person to serve as a bank presi-
dent in Pennsylvania when he became Presi-
dent of the bank at age 30 in 1981. He served 

in that role until 2016. In addition, he has 
served as director, President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Codorus Valley Bancorp, Inc. 
from 1986 to October 1, 2021. His 50 years of 
service to PeoplesBank, the community and 
the banking industry has been nothing short of 
remarkable. 

When Larry Miller was hired, the bank had 
three branch locations and managed $23 mil-
lion in assets. During his tenure, the bank’s 
assets grew to over $2 billion. He led 
PeoplesBank’s growth to become the largest 
bank with headquarters in York County. As 
CEO, he led the opening of 25, the relocation 
of four, the combining of one and the closure 
of three locations. In addition, he oversaw the 
purchase of two insurance companies, the 
creation of the mortgage and trust divisions, 
the development of corporate and administra-
tive centers and the acquisition of four branch 
banks in Maryland. Fourteen limited-service 
facilities were also opened throughout his ten-
ure. 

His dedication to and impact on York Coun-
ty is evident through his active involvement in 
the community, as he serves on various non- 
profit boards of directors in leadership capac-
ities. Throughout his tenure, he has served as 
the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
United Way of York County, the York County 
Economic Development Corporation, 
YorkCounts, the Cultural Alliance of York 
County, and Wellspan Heath System. 

Larry has been honored for his achieve-
ments and contributions through several rec-
ognition awards, including the York County 
Economic Alliance’s Business Achievement 
Award, the Southern School District Founda-
tion’s distinguished Leader Award, the 2021 
Distinguished Humanitarian Award Honoree by 
Penn-Mar Human Services, and his induction 
into the Central Penn Business Hall of Fame. 

I am proud to honor Mr. Larry J. Miller and 
recognize his important contributions to our 
communities throughout his five decades of 
leadership in York County and the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. I wish him God’s 
many blessings as he embarks upon his next 
adventure. 

f 

REMEMBERING FLOYD NESSE, A 
LIFELONG ADVOCATE FOR NEW 
JERSEY’S DISABILITY COMMU-
NITY 

HON. MIKIE SHERRILL 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 2, 2021 

Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Floyd Nesse for his lifelong service 
to individuals with disabilities in NJ–11 and be-
yond. 

Mr. Nesse organized efforts throughout New 
Jersey to reduce barriers and broaden protec-
tions for people with disabilities. He was par-
ticularly committed to expanding access to ful-
filling and accommodating employment oppor-
tunities. He brought the concerns of the dis-
ability community to the attention of the fed-
eral government, traveling down here to our 
nation’s capital to advocate for legislation to 
improve the quality of life for those with dis-
abilities. 

Mr. Nesse was deeply admired by his peers 
and was known for working both 
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